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The New York Times Archives

About the Archive

This is a digitized version of an article from The Times’s print archive, before
the start of online publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they
originally appeared, The Times does not alter, edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other
problems; we are continuing to work to improve these archived versions.

To the Editor:

I was interested to note (in the paragraph quoted from Gaston
Gallimard's biography in Noted With Pleasure, Oct. 2) the
reappearance of those ''vertebrae'' on a woman's forehead that
supposedly impelled Andre Gide to reject Proust's manuscript
when it was first submitted to Nouvelle Revue Francaise.
Apparently these ""vertebrae' are now as firmly embedded in
anecdotal history as Newton's apple and Washington's cherry tree
- and may be just as mythical. Though described as a fact in both
George D. Painter's and Richard H. Barker's biographies of Proust,
to name two sources, Gide's story is completely contradicted by
Celeste Albaret, Proust's housekeeper and confidante, in her
memoir '""Monsieur Proust' (English translation 1976).

Mme. Albaret declares that both Proust and his valet (who had
meticulously wrapped and tied up the heavy manuscript parcel)
were absolutely certain it had never been opened at the NRE. And
she additionally points out that Gide's story only surfaced long
after '""'Du Cote de Chez Swann'' had been successfully published by
another firm, and when Gide's NRF colleagues were blaming him
for rejecting the book.

And yet if one believes, as I do, that Gide fabricated his story of the
rejection, one can admire still his choice of that striking
""vertebrae' detail which has stuck in the minds of so many people.
OSMOND BECKWITH Wharton, N.J.

A version of this article appears in print on Oct. 30, 1988, Section 7, Page 45 of the
National edition with the headline: Did Gide Read Proust?. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper |
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Let Us Help You Pick Your Next Book

On the lookout for your next book to read, but not sure where to start? We can
help.

e Here are the 10 Best Books of 2020, along with 100 Notable Books of the year.
Or try any of these new books that our editors recommend.

o Recent books have their own thrill, but there’s just as much pleasure in
returning to a classic. Our editors wrote about their favorite comfort reads —
and we asked celebrated authors, like Celeste Ng, Ann Patchett and others,
about theirs.

e Feeling goal-oriented? Here are some books you can read in a day, if you want
a sense of accomplishment. And for those craving escape, here are five
absorbing novels to lose yourself in.

e And if you need something for younger readers, check out the 25 best
children’s books of 2020.
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