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A Mugument to the Book as Object

Featuring: Gwen Allen - Tauba Auerbach - John Baldessari « Martin Creed
* Mark Dion - Anthony Discenza - Kota Ezawa - Harrell Fletcher - Ryan
Gander - Sam Green - Jonn Herschend & Will Rogan - Matthew Higgs
- Andrew Hultkrans - Chris Johansoen - Miranda July - Starlee Kine -
Andrew Leland - Jonathan Lethem - MacFadden & Thorpe « Mike Mills - Rick
Moody - Dave Muller - Laurel Nakadate - Tucker Nichols » Trevor Paglen -
Lucy Pullen « Ed Ruscha - Leslie Shows - David Shrigley - Molly Springfield
» Sara VanDerBeek - Anne Walsh « Lawrence Weiner - Richard Wentworth
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What exactly is a book?

The Thing The Book asks that question of more than thirty creative visionaries.
Ezch traditional element of a book —from endpapers o fibbon bookmarks to
page numbers—has been assigned to a different artist or writer [0 USe a5 his or
her own personal exhibition space. Miranda July's naughly errata slip, Jonathan
Letherm's Foster Wallace-esque footnotes, Ed Ruscha's medieval bookplate,
not to mention essays, fiction, photo collections, armworks, centerfolds, a read-
ing group guide—the treasures and pleasures found herein will captivate the
mind and delight the imagination.

xan Frarsssco—based artisls Jonmn Herschend and Will Bogan are foundars

and curatars of THE THING Quartary, an peperimental pericdical thasl takes
{he o of a differsnt physical object for esch Baus.
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dann Hersehend & Will Bogan

Tlells,

Weloomie t thas Chhgest,
Alsi:

Welcome o this Exhibition,

Yosw ey consider Uus the front desk, or the docent, or the wall texd [Us tuese duogs

as maech as e s the i mclsction o this book, a leceer from che editers,

As editors of THE THING Quarlerly, u perivdical in the form of an evervday olject,
wiz baavee spent the last seven vears producing someding thal = ol o msgreioe al all.”
Vet we nstst on calling ita mggeeine. Even when ooy say, *What yon are producing
ie ool & pagazing, A mazamne s particalar odyect, with specilc gualites, suclias
priges and hinding™ Even then, in the Bee of these facts—tacts that wonld he hard o
deny  we still insist oo calling WEE TN Quarlerly a magazine, Why? Bocause
wi are interestod o e way et alloets olgects, We Like the way things change when

I_!l:,:il paqaleal -r-;q-rs. .'l:[_illﬂll‘:’].

When we deetded roomale o hoesk, oner Terst imstinet wis e Larn the Basuk into an
ex bkt sproce. Bodls of us work witlin tlee ar woeld and rend to approach projects
with a more physical sensibility Hrst, thinking ont how sur work will sitwithin de

context of u gallery or exbibiton spreee, We wansted woappeosch e book s au exlu-

phyvsical selll This meant that all sections of tee book would need o be addressed.

Wzl B thiet Tosoks aee o ddelivery welimdb: foe indor izt ot we wanted v nake
the casc that books might be one of the best delivery vehigles. Along with this, we
wanted e make o cuse for the physical stnbaies of books i geocral, dsiogs thet can
Lot ehoanee woitls Dok Wl e b ooz wills e-readlers: They can be used sz place
tor st drink, s coaster i noL nearby. They can be used w belp level o mble. They

can be used to prop doors open, and, in some cases, o hold them closed,

We al THE THING Qaarlerly are draw s wo te physicality of things in general and

the particolar histories they carry wich chem: marks they receve over ome and the

T Dol P Cidbeg:, wlens Bocvogay e Hean Wallwmee, Bringh helll kuevs “wwen™ sl
Raor E. Digney "5] Chairin Creative Wrinieg, the pmblic imaginariom,
Fin e At i cupant il the l:llﬂb::.'ﬂ:hai:"'.
the hrr was Tknerl Foster Wallso:® En dhis A Treavnl Fivdor Woallwae w0 generally umchondinind
sense, U'm Wallace's foomote, Koy E. Disney 10 be conremporary wrinng's master of the
wark Woall Eiersey ' Bt hier amid Bmasinaess kuttawil: s hlerary devoer:—dosmdvan exdenl
practue, gewerally coodived with Dutldiesg wp aleat loe™s olten taken i sonve seise oo be the
Ule: lieza ezl ik al Fl: Bnisieese vallser han technmpes “pemanabne,” wlneloas, alunst
concerning himself wirh creacve magrers: Hov needless o wr, abisurd omics foe” s
13 hoy Dl s Bosslmde. A pualdy, thereline, | el the hainle's |:I'iI.I.III|I|I|:III|. |.-:l||ui.||.'u|.'|.
iy b sommwane likgiver acavapaag ol Kios's Cheir Ax il happeensg dluash, hix mimcditbie use ol

17



T P T T STy T T A T e WP o 1] T T e s
g of prednt on paper, anid rominds me of woy bacon and similarly balTling

whiy wonild a vegetarinn or vegan, |'"|1|'l'|||“-|‘!'r ol the moral variety, noed
-t penem ble anad taste like one of the greasiest meat products known Lo
e nsier on the eyes, HadiaPaper is nod backlic like an LEL bul rathes
Jil na piiper disea, Unithl the pelease of the Kindle Papersdiiie in 2002, vou
oparatie lght souree o read itat night in bed, just like a paper book,

' Kindbe models, including the Paperwhite, make you pay an extra $20
vilese of ot baving ade displaved on i home sereen and screensaver, a
v ol lingg instanee of the protection-racket relationship it s ddevebsped
dvertiming/marketing and Web 2.0 content. You've paiel for the Kindle
av for e e-baooks, bt you still have 1o pay protection money Lo Amizon
ol nedw, This is where the Google-Facebook business model is taking ws:
SN R WEE 0 i seryice; oo had o "ot aut”™ ol the :;;_|:|-|1'ju st
il pray an ailimission Fee inovder boenjoy, i only emporarily, wnspon-

and DTS, Betamas andd VHS tapes all met their fate in the land (il ol hia-
pthng-lot Dumpsters are already overflowing with CIks anel IV D5, The
o 1o the Tuture of the book ia the vinyl LF, which las sentled it it cue
i bl eollectors forman For audiophiles and hipsters. The survival of
wpete deantically reduced market share, s remarkable, Whatever its merits,
wir soveral, the LI* s s kighly inefloient i for consuming musie,
0% i the only sense that matiers anymore—that of business. Bocks will
b s transloemation. They will not disappear entively, but they will a1l
pecinl pelition” vanety, somnething like che 180-gram viovl LE's thas are of
aliny gl davabiabiny than those prroduced when the LP was the doeminant
froey format, Incleed, they will be something like che Lol vou'te reading
They will e valaed as oljects, notas media.

woun process s going en here, The digitization of all crltral prodocts 15
granting the physical copy an “aura” that, as Walcer Beojami Famwnsly
i thapelled by the smechanical reproduction of copies ol an original art-
w e wecosndary s, but an eur nonecheless, What makes this possible is
il iy plipsical copy of o cerain book, pring or L is not exactly the same
Wi iy el like smake and have eoffes mug tings and marginalia o
sy be pastine. My digital copy of the same culoural artifact, hewever, is
w varmse as yores, 108 less a copy than an avatar of the Platonic ideal of the
Vo seer peally “mime” ot “yours.” We're just both able 1o access it through a

b This shift Trom the physical cope 1o the vartual copy is veminascent of

i i briated Eielish pssayisc Chaeles Lamb in 18233

e

whloh sbood [here; (0 THaD IR ety TRRIRELED SRRty B R Iy 2
af the cheek, the eye, the eyebrow, halr, the vory dress b sl bo wear
il anly suthentic testimony we had, however lmperkect, of thone curbous
parts ane parcels of him, They covered him oves with w com ol white paini
By — il'] had been a justice ol peace for Warwickshire, | would have clapt
both commentator and sexion fust in the stos kn, for & pair of moddling

puerilegions virlots,

The physical copy of Shakespeare (the man] lvael inadividhial charaetes (“in rude y
lively fashion depicted | o however imprerfeet™ ) whe whitewashed vernboi is ke
digital copy, infimitely reprowiucible in a perfoct, indlintinguishable krm, Bomathi
s peehaps gained here - some people prefer their culiural artilaces free of th vis
atdd elfactory funk that can adhere over time 1o pliysical copies—bul nenathing
alsi loat,

When [riends scoll at me for ot only retaining my large collection ol G0, b
also having the nerve o display them in racks in my apartment—the wasted spa
they cry, the Luddite pigheadedness! 1 ask tlern to imagane whal thesr aparims
would Jook like without books, T'he disappearance of books [rsm thoe weosrdel bn o
enhgame of a process ol culiarl esasare initiated by the emergence of personil eo
putera 2o the Internet. The mavement ol all cultural delivery media from the s
antdl the shell o the cloud and the screen is “rational,” it *naken nenme” Wihot's |
ta Jove about a werld where everything is *on demand,” “at your Higer Ligan,” sl
eotas? o cann vou resist buving maore space, bess dust, lighter suilcases? There o
of course, other advantages: Dunderheaded oligarchs wwill o Jomgger e o wi
ey on s of fle book spines o instang librariea parchased Trom entate sl
evince suphistication w their party guests, Every houselobd will be book-free in
fuuture, so what's the point®

There's ne doabt that e-readecs offer great portabilicy anil storage apace K b
formn text files—carrying even five physical books, let alone Gy, I8 i serbisan i
ventence when commuting or traveling, But it's hard to eacape the feeling that pacl
the Filty “honks" vou have stoved o vour e-reasler has Leen dheviduesd o an imlivia
artifict, 11's just cne file in a list. For good or il tleere ia something alswt th o
sivibrend pecpsired oo gecomemodate the space anid weight of n plysical book Ut b
the medium more heft, liveral and fgueative. Thia has cleatly happened with i
since the dawn of the iPod, The MP3 collections of even the moat b ralle el pin
enthisiasts re entirely intevehangeable with those of ather collectins, Showing §

collection of musie to 1 Ellow Bin—once a paint of pride for collectors ol all o
invelves having her browse an onscreen iTnes libeary whose font and interfae

exactly the same as yours,
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The Thing Tha Book

shories we imbue them wigh. Al bosnks are aneizing vebieles for bath ol thene kimls
olartilacts. The book on winar shell wirly the duecaying spine, e exatuple, fulling
Apart siove You ledi it op the balesny of yonar hated roop, and i was eaught iz sain

Cle buook bappens to be Harl;
Murikami's Wind-I7p fird Chronicie, which maeked A sor of twning poing in Yuaee

sboriu anel swelled 1 like o tes | warslynallyw,

lile as u reader. s i whave on your shelf. cven thowgh you kuow that e pages are
ready b explode witly (he slightest toucds, In's 5 manifestation of o owy histury, a
maker. A library beeomes a lsens ¥. weighted in meoving hees, that we ey arond
with us froun ome e ter the mexe. W by which we mesn s W partvenlar, ooy ang
Will, the editurs of Ti1E THING Cuarierly) find the clunky, meser natnre of 1.
surt ol bistory to b so e, mote cotprelling than a virengl history of files gr Plustong

thi extsl sombewhe 40 Ser v in g o)L

We wou'l make toq much mure out ol ghis, becaose this buak i mtended tn Le 5
physical {and sometiones texrmal) argumeny fay gl points mentioned ahove, o thy;
geaeral motion is Ut we asked arlists and writer s, whose work we love and whoge
work also lsud somne vented Interest i plvsicality, o cach take oy o pau ticulzr portiog
of the book —the cudnoges. the epigraph, the endpupers, the Gl uotes, bookinarker
ribhons, thumb tihs, o bt —aned dor oreare 3 hiew anel oriprinal wock that soddrcsges
the physical nature of lis or ber vwn particulur section. Realimiog fleat the: congent
o the book would need g he addressed in 2 simila, manner, we ilso asked the oo
trthotors to comsider eruating works that ad[ress e case 0 e macde o the physical
witlare ol all huoks iy geucral and this baok iy pariecnlar. What follsws (s well as
whit precedes) is the rosult,

Enjor the Exhibiiion, Enjoy the: Doy, P it e g aps,

Jonn Herschend & win Ropan, Felitors
THE THING {huarterly
Supdeinler 200
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Ihe Thing [The Book

Comcpeled awd edited by F. TL Millzaf, MIS, PETY

Fart One: A Pertlons Obsessien

F-a
H

The harely coneealed quotation here on page 33 s to be foand in: Micholas
A Basbancs, 4 (rentle Madness: Belbileopleales, Belblromanes, and fhe Elernal
Passion for Boeks, Heory Lol and Company, New Yaork, 1991, Tn the open-
ing pages, Bashanes alludes to the book-collecting obsession of ong
Silvestre de Stacy (1753 1E38). who remacked thus abowl bis vwn e col-
lectiom of printed matter, “Oh my darling books, a day will come when wou
will be lwid oul in the market stalls, o be thumbed by lesser men! Tor have T
mol chessen yoar vae and all By the swozat of my beoar! 1 des lesve you all” That
Six Dymasiies author Trevor Cowles here allribules the enlire guotation.
wilhout alteraiion, to @ hardQo-love Southeass Asian counterinsurgency
cxpert only decpens the mystery of Cowles™s singular project. Misquoling.
plagiarizing, decontexivalizing, asking scholars such as mysclf 1o rise oo
the occasion in the arca of citation. These difficulties undergind (he action
of the book us a whole, as we shall soon see.

Rufl eriyhborfoods of men, Itom Dickinson, 1246, which poctess bas a rather
odd wemdeney fo recer, an almost Hictzschean tendency to recur, in this an
ostenzibly thrilling page-farmer about imperial meddling in Asian sex wur
s gconomies, Lhe opiom rade, and aszassination for hire.

And with more energy thaw before be bepan shoving wine ol loe men. A merely
lipamentary passage, one supposes, and vel | hear the reverberatiwons of Te
Gedden Ass of Apuleius. LHowever, o culleagoc bere in the Western Kentucky
classics department, Samantha Mallery, insists the eche 15 from the Pen
guin cdition of Garpanfin and Parforreed (rans. by M. AL Bereech), po 17,
iw somr 5 vz e bellies Bt soelled mfe, aved Bose bellies prew as conoex a5 fof
bererels. O Ehere i was written, Alweghly pod merlesdonr exds. Such minor dil-
[ferences of interpretation in the academic relationship can somelimes [os-
tor horribly. But Prof. Mollory coptinues W corme womy bowese on occasion
and Lo bring her mther astounding vegelarian sheplerd’ pie, the recipe for
which [ was strongly considering including in these endnotes. Troe, 1 did
ask Samanthi oul an 2 date that one time. and she adduced o barmps of
frranr engagemeniy. Once rellexive sel-~debasement and its attenuations had
been pul behind ws, we were ahle to find the eccasional working meeling
invigoraling, as in, ¢.g., a comparative list of mlertextual cilations in mostly
sublitcrary popular ficiion,
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Peg Ley Howell, “Blood Ked Kiver,” ke Legerdary Prp Lex Howell, 1943,
Testament T-2204. Popalar music is not rach the demesne of the compiler
ol endooies andfor biblivgraphies, bul | make it my business (o chase down
every lead. Wihen Cowles was liest revealed 1o have plagiacized heavily
[rom Chrosrecles, Volaoe I by Bob Uylun, his chulzpah was widely admired
in the kind of avani-garde circles who consider Thvlan’s repse of public
domitin material itself canny and insightful. Peg Leg Howell is a recording
artist vecasiomally played oo Dylans T heme Tinee Badio Howr program (see
the muliiple biblicgraphics), but the presence of a Howell reference here
may also reler o Cowless oll-ciled first high school wnibing instrpcion, dis
abled Korcan War veteran Ed Biletsky. { Interview with the author in Black
Warrior Reprew, vol. LXVIL oo 4, pp. 22 23 (1)

Fhe celebristed missing chaprer (beginning herswilh) of Cowles™s Six Dvnas-
fres cortninly has taken many 4 rcader by surprise. Geting to this crocial
minenl, ninely-lwo pages inbo e story, and Ihen Onding mol ooly (hol the
relevanl chapler doesn'l exist but that there are actual “torn-out bits,)” rag-
god pages, oven in fine copics [esh o the publishers warchouse, indeed
this crucial moment must be extremely destabilizing even for a sophisti-
wate, the kind of consumer who did oot purchuse Six Dynusizes at the airport
and who cschews the case and portabality ol a digial device. Tndeed, one
can surmise that Cowles is here poking fun at the ubiquity of the e-reader,
because the e-reader fusls fe wofiee o plevsred infervenfion in the text (1w fogr-
o owd) At VILL (b, unnumibersd chaplers in the original (ext sppear here
in roman numerzls throughout), becase therg is no physical lmoee of i, and
thus the g-resder does not know about the loss, deapite reforences later.
Many have attempted b fathom the specifics of the “torn-out™ chapter in
Six Dhrasties, the specific §lod podnis exciscd therefrom, and the maost com

pelling argument {Cranghan, “All Torn Up Loside.” Trom Oxford dreerdoar,
Fall/'Wanler 20010, pp. 5676 scems to be that the *“torn-oue™ chapder con-
sists primarily of an avtobiographical aside by the author himself about 2
school shooting he is repated to have witnessed in Great Barringlon, Mas-
sachussells, n 1988, [t 15 true that the shooting, it Gaughan's reconsiructivn
of the chapter is accorate, does hitdle to mawe Forward The goond, mulihusd
plar of Yec Dynasfies, whech in Lthe prior chapter is coneerned with the Man

Jing Cartel, its internecine fowds, resulling i ihe eventual reign of o pur-
ticularly blovdthirsty opium dealer called “Little Petals” but Six ymagsfies
loses heart about its own depictions of violencs in subseguent sections, as
1l ke sy thot any depiction of violenee in lurn baralizes visfense, or al least
Yix Dynrctier seems lo pdvance this srpument if vou accept that the miss

ing chapter concerns the Gireat Barcingion school shooting, Bul what does
the aovel say i the Greal Barrington chapter is sundered from the great
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getion of the whole? That violeses fisell comses vielence W the book' That
viedence aord the opposilion Lo violenee are cach impnssible s snstain el
lectual positions? That only the physical book 1= capable of conveying the
stual emotional freight of human vielence? That the c-bovk wlerates vio-
lenee more becawse i 15 one lerther removed from the phyvsical wodd? Thst
Lhe c-book is the sufrlement of @ suffdement of violevce, w5 8 cortain Gallic
post structucalisg mnghd put o

CL, At lempth { fell asieep. with the volwme to my buwnd; mud wever slepfl so sound
before, from Melville’s Redbmrn. The question of whether a poison has been
administered vn the recio pages of the book-within-the-Took Twere hus been
raised in ecrtain circles. The transporent thryst of Cowles's scene, in which
Y1 Xin 15 somchow mortally wounded by the act of reading Tovelie's Mow-
ety of War, i, sirictly speaking, nopossible withoutl some other somatic
complaint, viz., stroke, blood clot, myocardial inlaccion. Sponlanecus
death From ook vwnership is nel well known in the medical literature.
The image would seem more probably refated w, ey, spontangous human
eombustion, as il oceers in Brockden Brown's Weelond, of Bleak Honse, hy
Charles Dickens. In this latter eaze, the charactier s known as Mr Kool
I simplified Chinese, crsok would be thus, 2, which is nat far from ¥i
Kin's surname a5 indicated in Yex Dymasfics. Spontansous human combus-
tiom {or S1C), meunwhile, os it is known among medical experis, hies been
documented in more than twe hundred cases inrecorded human bistory,
though in muny iostances the body or bodics incinerated were, iU's frus,
near 1 high heat or open fame, Cowles™s prevccupation with 3HC and its
fore becomes plawsible in view of the coferminous publication of Nickel
and Fisher's report 1o the Inlernal Associalion ol Arson Investigators of
v, Mickel and Fisher find a correlation between drenkenness/ intos i
i ansd ineidents ol 5HC, which is certainly the caze with Y1 Xio, who
has been sampling the product, as it were. The hypothesis of readers like
Roscnthal {in Miwades of the Mystery Writers Association of Great Sritein, 1957,
CXIL: 4, po 9510, and Smiley {ibid.), is that %i Xin's fendeney o lick hig fin-
gers belon: lurning each pagre makes ioevitable the presence ol an odorless,
tastcless poizon upon the corners of cach and every page. Mo sech morder
could take place during the era of the e-book, when there 13 no real turning
of pagcs.

(Mhers have noted a Tong gap in interiextual reforences in Sex Dymesfies,
belween VI and XXIL, as 1 Cowles had [Tont-loaded the manuscript with
literary relemences, only Lo ine ol e task, Tike e Gmous novelist whao
15 reputed 1o have said: My weved iy ail fentvied.  just o to go back and pat
en Mhe symebels. My personal feeling is that Cowles actually piles up the
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brother- and sister-in-Eiw, are consigned for all gime. hivving resd of Langeloy
and Guinevere apd paid the eterpal Prive. Now (he anarchic libertinage of
Cowless chagicr becomes mope Transparent, i no somewhar fatedd. It is gt

Part Twn; A Hemarka L Aleerlife

B Moarieq . L T sewefly in fadnrd, Irom Marin Preda's Cef Mgi Tabir
Dinire Pagm tiileni {The Moxs Beltped :._,I".n&.'.-.r.-'.l'_n'n".-'ng_-.-:l. Ihe line, T am Lok,
Iranslates thys: “Death in natore j5 & simple thing.” How Cowles came to
be able 1o reag Rumanian jg tnknown, “Tle was dead with ey COTMGion
than 2 curtain iy stirred by bregses oflshore ™ sayy cousigliere Bonaparee
Racksiraw, in the Sicilian dynasiy section, hefre Culting up his passpoe
amd vanishing. Clearly we gre AZaim fn the compeny of thay astounding
loner Dickinson:

Thee fehtly as  reed
Bent ta fln tearfer, .-r.i-.l'wn-:!.rrﬁ::rr,
Nhe casenied, and was el

% The drowning Peassage of the thirg chapigr of parl twy meriis hibliog rarphi-
cal atlenting Agreed, as whole herds of English term papers will one day
argue. there are similarijics with the Pip (the cabin bov} snbplog ol Mol

TNek Another argwment that vughl 1o pain gteam lludes 1o the Conrad of

The Secrer Agent. And ye | prefer to think of the r-:]r::j-:‘:nahjp thiat Cowlps

My have had with ghe work of chrunically depressad temily-abanduner gnd

sullerer wilg leyrorehea Patrick O"Brian (né Richard Patrick Russ), whose

Master urg Commander has a ke ma n-averboarg PasEane, with stiong

Aompraral hemding, wherein |he unpleasime Stephen Maturin characier s

adriti briefly in the Ereat expanses ol the Sourthern seps: Y. werst fived eleaied

eIy eand e shy qbove wag apsripled st ag Eamfapceihe whmher of sers, Beneath

b 2o the o free s sibly defiih of the Facifie. {wmmensily above and im -

sty below. Maturin rescyed by the numly embraces of Tack Maubrey, Noy.

els of the sea yrc movels abour |he conditions in which cevilization docs sog
aply, or such ix (he traditicss, and while [ do it choose to adngin thyy | have

collected afl fae nty of the (0 Brian movels, the Avbrev-Maturin o

Hewzve, first editions cach, it ig in Ty Case More ) sipn of 5 need lor coicg-

bnment or a1 disiractjon froan serotonin deficiency thag it i5 Some king of

ronting about iy thy literary anarchy of the ugh seas. Like L. kon Hubhard,

UBrian did some time i military ntelligence,
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Like s bod radiedClear of vouees and history, the staticks Moise of the new ™
Cowles's dlomor and kicfory, rind and enlamity s, therelore, part of what con-
vinces me Lhal Trevor Cowles, whomever he was or was not, was aided and
aherred by a feminine collaborator, ar lcast i later sectivns,

And then there is: The grandmotier didn’t wand to go to Florida, right there
in the middle of the passage where the vuliore, shipping and calling, begins
o urbit over Juse Rosas, The source 15 obvious to all, or should be, and 2
has a great deal to do with the arpnment that Sex Dhvwarfres. for all s mvers
ol bloud, s somehow enfin. o lracl agaocd violence and inhomaniny hosh
real and likerary. We slwuld Toad ourselves, in any valuable novel. appallied
by loss of life and by crucltics to any personages contained therein. The
O onnaor story should be among our puides,

The last chupler of the novel 15 4 conundrum, i that the zction does not
deplete itsclf at all. In a way, it cannot cid, at beast il you believe the -
sue of liclions about Cowles’s skiing accident and the amount of apecrygdes
that remained behind, b be attached w e existing manuscript. From this
angle, Six Dynesties is not a book that ends but, rather, a book that sam.-
My stosps. The Last Tine that you have here {4z all peend fanvelees are losl i the
aerf el Tewme, s wll frvealies wre mesled i e ek Jopr of incfiraluabilify, as all B
urknonneble olimes fo Fe lepaoy of v family like the Mackness dloses in on the star-
feght . . .} docs not resodve. And in just the same way, then, T cannot fornish
yous mwre Lhan Uwe sounce material Turnishes me, and thus these notes end
here as they must. [ am mindful of the hints that Cowles, whoever he was,
gave 1o bis very few inlerviews, and, in particuler, | have found myself,
in recent weeks, reading and rercading the interview he did with Greems
bore Heview, duys belore s deccase: The book £ m working on mow ends i
Fhe Ameericas, awd ©f bax fo end i Lhe Ameericas. Tpwess o8 o dynastee book. 5
abhoiet Bove crime & written fufe the fabric of he Wesk, wever wore than a stef or
Frwn from the correders of perver. There’s all e polttieal power, and fhen fhere’s
Hve crimcinal powwer, and they are quarrelzome relafons. Awd Shaf’s frae in O
Eurefer, awd 25 frree ixe foe Near World, Mayle wem 285 more frae o roer, Bhe
aveey S vy cultre U5 wrafined wp i the GLP Nobody Enows fow this is pring
fo end, hecause wlhen i ends ell cordemeporary stortes end will o, my slory fon
Ftorylelling asnd Dhe Bistory of dynastic criminalify ave Bed of the some thing
Maybe Fm the wbserver ol Ui story, and mayhe o in the slory somehew, an
elfecd of the story, and when you lef go of the book, that physecal ehject where we
Find all of the historves, thew the players ix the book ponisk, and ral's Frue
reeed orely of e charecters i Ohe books bal of the autlors a3 well. Ten days
Later, Cowles thowght he would go west For a Tittle ski vacation, never once

considering: avalanche.
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U a seale ol woc v live stars, what wonld von rate this book?® Weould vour
answer change if it were one to five bananas® How alwut hicveles?

The protagonist 15 0ot likable in e vaditionsl sense. Were vou still able wo
roedate to bane? Howy so® Was it the o v he wore his wesds coat buttoned all the
way tn his throat? Did vou see something of poorselfin that? Beeause you do it

Leser aor Brecnnese yonn wishoyoan conld® A list would be landy here.

Trr thee bewek, the city 15 mever named. Why do you think the moilaor did ghag?
How did he Dud eiber ways ol communicsting place oo the readec? Th you
feel that vou're aceepting the magerial for wlat it is or for VOUT (W A58

ciativos thal you're projecting onto 07 For example, when tie author of
these Clnestions for a Readiog Groap read the chapter thar tank place
citively at Sea World, she pietored it as being told froin the view point of
a fish thar had belonged v ber husbaod [mow ex) when she first met him.
He'd bad several Nish bae ehas ome in parcicular was a big ugly swcker who
T -t hanee his owa tank or clse lic’d kill the other Fsh. s name was Load
Keow, aller the Scientology god. What de you thiok of st name? The
anthor of YFARG wsed o think ehat she'd never he able to coume wp with
a nzune 1hal conl herself, but now chat she’s had some toe to hink abaont
it, she's pretty sure she coulil. Bue then she would be stuck with a Nish.

The part whien: the protagonist contemplates klling his mochers Diseuss,

The part where the church sieeple represents the shed where the protagoonst
wlimpsed a brease, specifically a nipple, for the first Gine, trosgla lale cog into

U wasond tuat in aisell represenes s penis: Dhsouss,

Druring the lashbsck, when the astromant seems in danger of comsog out ol sxy-
men, did von, like a coward. Dip abcsd 1o see il he survived or did yon bravely

ricle BLaaal?

The suthar of Duestinns for o Reading Cronp once saw 2 wodan o a Lraiy
veadiog el Cardo (by Ann Pawchicu). The asuthor of QFARG could see that
the woman was coming up on the emetional conclusim (ihe book was beavy
with pages on one side, light oo the other), and yet the auther of QFARG
refraimed from exclaiming, “0h o' so s what bappens, Lso't it just so sad#™
A yow lngerezaed o is Whal just e sort ol et nobility vou've come i expect

fromn her?

In chapter six, the protagonist goes (o8 pob mectiog and notices 3 piece of gum

ot Lhe Bestton ol s shoe. Being as % a story aboot o man wdus feels stepped
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on and all, what do you suppuse that gum is mesmt 1o sviabolize? What il yoy
lesrned the author bad 5 wile (i ex) wli Fupgested he change tle ETny L
sowcthing subtler® Whar if she did Uhss while she was Pouring herselfa elird
lass ol wine and the w ¥ she put it wag, “Like an anyil lalling on the reader’s
head?® Whase sicke are ¥ORL O i this srenarin? [y von Dol el wrwil pesnark
[unny or at least aptd Ohe do you comsider it the kind of fecdbaek that, tw pat
itin the language of those acll-helps wuadio bowks te anglor began listening o
v the coed of Useir tuarriage as 2 way of dennnsy aling Lis saperiority, was
imenicled o wots] insten] of el ?

The cliapeer tli is 5 single scntener where vl oelided i ackonowlodgmem
that yeus got the Faulkner referemee, even though it was vourself (o whom ¥iN
wore nodding, seeing ax o |y Yo were alonse fo yourr poum when vou read i
IHseuss,

What did veu think of the character of Powrly Conccaled Constane Erection
Boss Man® Tlow did e contrast wil Especially Papular With The Femgle

Fanprloyess Assisran Manuager® Again, a lise wouldn't et here.

Speaking of lisis, wliat have Fou beca making vougs gn? A comgaier? A g
| z ] LZ ) #
Pl The back ol yous diveree papers? That was a joke_ Trs possible that vou

Juest ot get the auior ol QFARG s sense of humae, whicly wonhl explain why

o elicn’t Lamngly e by anvil joke bue did [ined gy pard in the ook where (he
Fragonist cuts off the waiter’s secktic lilarious. UL b antlaor of DFARL dogs
hagpen to use the hack s her divarce papers to writs her lists on bt thar is wniby
because she is conscientious of ghe rarkm fostpring sle i5 leaving on ey plamce.)

Toward the midalle of gl book, the protagonist sees an article imofhe news-
Paper that makes hiw burst inrg ey rs. Your obwvionsly know what the article
w5 bt {unless you stopped reading an this pednt and., i ser, well, vou showld
be applawded for even ma king it this fur) bur write the angwer if vou're gae of
thnse rule-fullowing types, The author ol QFARC, however, thinks » mure
prodiaciive {asd fan') activily would be if you miagined whar elsc was in the
newspaner thar doy. Wl died® W wed? Are tleir eloyes in the announceen:
thent indicare whether they 'l seill e togciher mext year? Do about Bye venLs

from o Js ang person strikingby wore attractive than the otler o is it glamar

]

even? Dot by her Pretemaling s sy Lhe fyug i von merticed. TMehe anower
IS i, '-1'|ul{|mn1iu:u|:cial] traits do yvou think the wiher ooe has in order b coom-
Ler this imbalance? ITvou llip to the back of the bk, youll find i piece of paper
thal yon can tear oot and nse ke just this list. Tel] read “Acknowledmuenss™
al the toga.
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Tl author got his MEFA af 3 school inone of those towens thar actual adoleseenss
e weanit by gl ol ool bot thirty-yea r-olds return b be children o I shows,
right? All those forced regional references? TUhe romanticrzing of poverty? Yoo
ko ik port where the protsgonst steeps for an Sold-faslionod jorky watng
at M. Onis’s Replenish Leaw e and Fill'e L Statien®™ That’s 8 7-Eleven. The
author of QFARL has heen ot several times, although noe recenthy.

I'he part where the protagomist Anally Iogs on ot his boss™s computer in orrder o
ress] Tois empdoyee progress repaort amsd sees Usad e aod bis boss ane biddiog on
the same Eames knock off chair and ottoman on eBay: [hacuss.

o Who do vou see playing the protagondst in the movie? Beeanse oo jost koo

this 15 going tn get optioned, right? Hell, that's basically the whale reason the
autlor weole il That, and o “prove to himself that be conld.” Le even kept
# phesto of which actor be pactored i the rede inca Traome: oo Jis weiting desk,
righit pext w liis bousbos asd childhood baschall glove, He'd pot a new phote
n whenever there was a new movie oot sbout war or space or coad teips. Choce,
wleen Do Besd Just put a plaots of Clive O i tee leanse, bus ol {oow ex) ook
it out aned replaced 18 with a photo of Mark, whose schedule she had begon
arrange her sl co-op shilis arcund. He didi'e book anvthing Llike Clive Cwen,
b be had nice eves and was always able to carry all her rrocerses to is corin

single erip ner matter baow many bags there wore,

The question of whether the protugonistCs danghier is the ooe who conmitled
the mobbery was originally supposed to be lefe vagoe so that the reader conld
pomder the depersonalizmtion ol erime o dis country, The author’s wife (now
ex) marnagged wo talk lim out of this by calling it “a portentons load of hack-shic”
It was her iden to lesve his daughier's wallet, opea v Iier ITV oo o oo
stk while she wok w sluwer, That carlier draft soll exises om the anfe’s (now
ea’s) hard drive. She drags it hack and forth between ber deskiop and te litde
erash bin ioon all day long, One of these days she'll click “empey the trash™ aml
her shoulders will bsosen. The phone will riog ancd 0wl be ao old fricod whem
sha hasn't heard From sisce all the “ugly bosiness™ startec, and they will g o
Tuseely, The Friend will recommend @ Face wash bruod te she swears las made
a noticeable differeaee i ber pores ansd will lean aeross the table and inmst that

Usey b inspested up close.

The part where the protagonist conees seross an oll erippled man sitting ona
bridge and, in an sct ol mercy, pushes bim off and then later finds out that the
el mian wiss an actor in 2 movie ahone an old man who gets pushed off s bridge:

Ihsrnes.
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charity rensons, and now i b Lor themn o all domigge their shoen hadr. By
hes grown uttached 1o his Dbesard unl the way he [cels while WeEREny it and fie's
st sure whothes he'l] be ghle s g0 through with the plag. Ultinazely, the beard
raneed fuke all che delibem) Mg 2y lennger arnd furnps from (e IMutaEonises e
amml inus the hathroony draiy The beard resurfaees mnngle laber oy Wall Bireer,

wlhiere it tken it J0ds 35 bedge faned simizer, Wermnld yoan pow afres -and g%

JUISE T deCCU T f0 yo, thiat's completely line —that this is o teanler powd g

Trading Places, which the auther and his wife (now ex) watched ar three iy the
Wiy on TV the nigly they moved in wemether, Ll uslew befiare theay o
iy e emyel P

Vou know whart's mieresting? Even with Lord Xenu in his own cuge, the giler
fesds 1 s0il] elicd, Fromg gous mueh food and thes ot crinigh. Fronn a barteria tha
07 mto the water. From g pomg that broke the symge weekend a trip tngeLher
Wik taken for the [irst (ime, N mealter binw hard the authes wnded to lile, b
coitbd 't convinee them g hald am, Finally Lord Xen was Uee naly ogge Tefi
tad it was like he didye require anything ar all, The author stoppedd feecl iy

bir, The water turned black. His tank wus moved to 2 eorner al the o ang
hecume somnsLhing that the eye works abwnd instead of sceing. Wlhen the anrtlaor
el ol Kenaw wis left bhing in the aparmcnt. 1, retaing Usere aeill, Juild-
ng his secrets safe in the dagk until the amhar comes hack for hairn,
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Tha Thing fig Bank

Iags 1L—aﬁug through an olq PAperbuck copy of ¢l Crufrmess Ronk of Wirid Rrcord:
(Editoor: Donald MeFarlun, Citemness Bopg of Recordy - Joga Felefipm. Bawan, . 453)
recently amd e artuss sowesliing thay caughie iy eye _ghe st coetriyed PN

R

o tlais Tt Pt and the competijion WAS 1],
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Sam Graen

ot (frgure 9), Thusg begins the reign ol Eaclury Zeegra, For e, bk theougly ofd
plone beoks ai ghe SUPL, this Areding was a thrill—kip of Like: secing Muhammag,
Al beating Sunny Listan in 1965 or Elvis oo The Ed Sullivamn Shomw, 1t was the
mement when Zachary Z revolution iwed e prarne,

For masse of the 19705, Zachary ruled the back of the hook (figures 7 14). 1
toticed Mhat after o Fﬂhyua:u?..ryuy’s Coffee Shop wasiit evea listed My menre- - [Ty
ASSLLRInG il wenl ot of hgsiness.

Sitting there ay the SFPL,T agined how rrowd Zachary must have b eqcl
venr by have el phowe book show up em his doorstep: held erack it aapemy o the luse
Pape, aod duere he was—again! (O course 1 i el but fnagrine hing partially as
Nawin K. Johnson, Steve Marig's claracter from The Ferk.) “Call ye TR T |
Sagine Lacliry saying o sume lady o comcly young fellow in g fern bar, “['mn tle
lust peeson in the phone book.” | wagld he that definiteby gor hign Injd.

Buu like 401 Miperstars, afier a long run Lachary & gt sofi. D mayle the eom-
PRGN ot musaner, [ iy event, the 1978 phone ook iguse have: been devastuting
for him. In 1978, be movs ol un e stoop, opens the book, and | tTagedy! (Agurs
13}, Mg only was he neg lasr, bt two W ¥ekers beat him oue: Fuwntry Twill amg
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The Thing The Boak
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Al 1%

In 197%: Sachary Lzzzzzzzzral (figure 16), That's none s, Lachary was back!
And denninatiog so bard that bis cival Viadamir Zeezrsabakov vanished froo the
hook - didn’t even ity to compete. This is the full flowering of Zachary Z, and T
wold conoprare hien during this peciod w Bob Divlan circa Blood o the Tracds or
Buckminster Fuller during the 18605 and "Fs: a player at the top of his game.

Bt then, alter twor glorions years with Gee lull nioe Za, Zachary bimaell disap-
peared from the book, Appropriately encugh, by 1982 the last spot belonped o the
Faygot-Thal-A-Joke Network {Ggune 19). I guess Lt made sense; alier all i was the
1930z,

What happened to Zachary Z2 Tt's a real mystery— kind of like “What happened
Lo the locas?™ [ did some digring around and did find a Teme magazine article
frooem 159749 with a lietde info on him: FZachary was eragioally Bl Hellaod, & paintog
contractor wlo wanted v be the last person in the phone book for business reasons.




Zam Grasn

But there was nothing clsc in the asicle— nothiuyg shout what happened w him, In
a way, despin my reverte that alternoon louking through phone books in the main
brameh of the SF Pablic Library, it didn’ madicr o me. | boved that Haclary 7 had
made such a noble elfort to get the world to motice him, and here [ aun fisrty vears later
doing st that

Outside the library, on a lark | phoncd 415-928-1717 just 1o see if perhaps
Zachary was still thege. Aceordiug 1o the Time article, Lachary was born in 1920,
80 he'dd be pretty old by now. Mot surprising. the number was disconnected. Tn snme
ways, Lachary's strugyle io be recognized by the world eaded the wiy it will eventu-
ally end for all of us: in the sad fate of being mose or less forgotten. But thers will
always rewmain those taces he left across 3 decade and a lalf of San Franciscs phone
bhouks. So in honor of his ambition, his sense of ind ividuality and stvle, and also his
smarts, [ wonld ke 1o grve Lachury 2 symbolic salute bere, of the e of this Beoaok:

S
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